120.   TO THE PATELS OF BARDOLI

BARDOLI,
January 30, 1922

The Taluka Parishad had committed itself to a very serious
and solemn duty and has taken a grave responsibility upon its
shoulders. We trust that in this sacred work of regenerating the
country, the Patels1 of Bardoli will do their duty to the utmost.
Many of them have expressed their readiness to give up their
posts. We hope that from now on every Patel will look upon him-
self no longer as a Patel in the service of the Government but as
a Patel in the service of the community. We, therefore, expect that
their letters of resignation will be placed in our hands without
delay.

We have not yet lost hope that the Government will repent
of its sins and purify itself and so we do not propose to forward
the letters of resignation immediately to the Government. But the
moment civil disobedience is announced, we intend to forward
them. Meanwhile, we should go ahead with preparations as if we
had decided to start civil disobedience immediately. We expect,
therefore, that every Patel will hand over his letter of resignation
to us without delay.

MOHANDAS KARAMGHAND GANDHI

VlTHALBHAI JHAVERBHAI PATEL

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 2-2-1922

1 Village headmen who help in the collection of Government dues from
cultivators